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Using primary sources to teach Supreme Court Cases

ÅCourt cases represent the convergence of 
social, political, and economic forcesτthey 
represent a historical moment in time

ÅCourt cases are narratives or stories of real 
lives being impacted by legal interpretation

ÅConsider how you might highlight that 
historical moment for students through using 
primary sources which represent beliefs and 
cultural values of the time period



Scott v Sandford  
(1857)

Squatter Sovereign (Atchison, Kan. Terr.), March 6, 1855, Page 2, 
Image 2, col. 1.

Anti-Slavery Bugle (New-Lisbon, OH), June 3, 1854, Page 2, 
Image 2, col. 1-4.



-This image is from our The 
Civil War: the Nation Moves 
Toward War Primary Source 
set. In it, you will find several 
primary sources to choose 
which offer a broad 
perspective of America on 
the eve of The Civil War and 
can help situate the case in 
its historical moment.

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/civil-war-approach/


Drawing Justice: The Art of Courtroom Illustration



Drawing Justice: 
Explore the Exhibit

-Select trial categories 
for students to explore

-Prompt students to 
use the court 
drawing/primary 
sources as a 
springboard into 
further investigation of 
the case and its 
historical moment

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/drawing-justice-courtroom-illustrations/about-this-exhibition?


Significant Landmark Supreme Court Case Primary Sources


